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Saying “Not Safe” is Not Enough:
When Different Moral Worlds Collide on the Issue of Importing
US Beef
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Abstract

After some cases of mad cow disease were found in the US,
the Taiwanese government swiftly imposed a total ban on US
beef. In 2009, the Taiwanese and US governments signed a trade
agreement stating that Taiwan will re-open its market to US beef.
This agreement immediately invited bitter opposition. Some insist
that US beef is not safe; others however demand further evidence.
This article examines the moral dilemmas that regulators are fac-
ing on this issue. We argue that in most risk-regulation debates,
root differences lie in values and preferences, rather than science
and facts. Thus, “how safe/risky is safe/risky enough” is not a
scientific/legal question, but a social one. We further suggest that
although it is important to know the risk of mad cow disease, it is
equally, if not more, important to recognize the fact that regula-

tions which are meant to control such disease are also risky.
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