"Rk HESEMERE 111

R & S TR
B R & 2010412

% '111-150

Journal of State and Society
No.9, Dec. 2010.

(AR ] B0h 5 ket
CELSYERS LS R L ACE S

The Beginning of “Opening” Education Reform:
Post-structuralist Feminism Challenges to Education Policy Studies
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Abstract

The configuration of the society keeps changing with social
transitions and global trends; the universality of rational stan-
dards has been challenged by new social movements and para-
digms have been shifted likewise. Feminist post-structuralist the-
ory of policy, meanwhile, is capable of capturing many of
subtleties of policy process and practice without ignoring the sys-
tematic power of the state. Feminist post-structuralist theories of
policy go deep into gender relations within policy-making, look-
ing at policy processes and consequences as examples of the
structuring force of the state. This holistic approach has some po-
tential to synthesise the conflicts between macro and micro per-
spectives, and between state-centred and policy cycle approaches
to policy sociology. Post-structural feminism has the advantage of
being able to draw on sophisticated Foucauldian conceptions of
power, as embedded both in a range of institutions, such as legis-
latures, courts, and education systems, and in professions, such as
psychiatry, law, medicine, and education. All of these sites are
seen as significant in producing policy and social relations as

“gendered” . By bringing to bear a number of concerns and
methods, then, taken widely from sociology, political thought and

cultural theory, post-structural feminism seeks to talk about gen-
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der identities and experiences, individual and group agency and
subjectivity, and relations between discourse, power and knowl-

edge in integrated and groundbreaking ways.
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