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Abstract

During the onslaught of typhoon Morakot which attacked Tai-
wan around 15:30 on August 8" 2009, there were over one hun-
dred families buried in the mudslide and 491 people missing who

are now considered dead.

The population of Xiaolin Village was about 1,600 eighty
percent of who are of Taivoran, system of Siraya, Pingpu tribes.
Most of the population dwelling in Xiaolin village mailly lives on
farming. The rest of the residents were partially of Bunon tribe
and were Min Nan people. Siraya, or the Pingpu tribe nowadays
belonging to Taiwanese aborigines, were called “Pingpu civi-
lized savages”™ in Chin Dynasty. During the civil commotion in
South Taiwan under Japanese government, they were asked to

move collectively to Xiaolin Village.

Xiaolin Village was originally located at a hazard zone com-
posed of dip slope and debris-flow fan. A large number of original
camphor forests were felled during Japanese Colonial Period, and
then replaced by banana and ginger plantations which had adverse
impacts on soil and water conservation; leading to even worse and
unstable slopes. Therefore, when torrential rain kept falling, the

whole village was flooded finally buried under mudslide.
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From colonization to environmental refugees, Morakot Flood
highlights the issue of environmental justice. The paper analyzes
the causes and effects of the flood and illustrates the sorrow of

the Sirayans' forced migrations past and present.
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