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Abstract

Originally proposed within a European context, considerable
collective effort has since been placed into establishing a conceptual
and theoretical framework for social quality in a number of Asian
countries. The overall concept of social quality is sub-divided into
the four domains: socio-economic security; social inclusion; social
cohesion; social empowerment, and each provide additional sub-do-
mains and related indicators for empirical assessment. This study
aims to specifically explore “social cohesion” , which describes
the processes of creating, defending and demolishing social net-
works, as well as the social infrastructure underpinning such net-
works. This study closely examines the four sub-domains constitut-
ing social cohesion, comprising of trust, other integrative norms and

values, social networks and identity.

Our primary aim in the present study, through the adoption of
this theoretical framework, is to explore the features of social cohe-
sion in Taiwan based upon in-depth analysis of a social quality sur-
vey carried out in 2008. Of the twenty social cohesion indicators de-
veloped in Europe, five are available in Taiwan and eight are

“alternatively available” . Of particular interest are the results re-
vealed by the social quality survey relating to subjective opinions
shown in this study; in the case of trust, 49.2 per cent of the respon-

dents agreed that “most people can be trusted” , with universities
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and religious groups being regarded as more trustworthy than either

the Government or the National Assembly.

Furthermore, although 47.3 per cent of those surveyed indicated
that they were proud to be Taiwanese, 12.9 per cent were not, whilst
the remaining 39.7 per cent expressed a neutral attitude towards the
issue. More than half (53.0 per cent) of all respondents were not
members of any social groups; amongst those who had joined such
groups, the primary choices were sports and leisure groups, which, at
22.7 per cent, far exceeded any membership of mutual help associa-
tions or voluntary service organizations. Most respondents were
found to hold a neutral attitude towards foreign spouses or foreign
workers; however, there was clearly much greater acceptance of the
former than the latter. Taiwanese society, as a whole, does not appear
to exhibit any strong degree of social cohesion, a finding which
clearly calls for greater attention from both the government and so-

cial scientists.

Keywords : Social quality, Social cohesion, Social indicators,

Taiwan.
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