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Populist Authoritarianism

Reconsidering Democratic Discourse in Taiwan during the 1990s
through the Examination of Community Building Policy
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Abstract

The 1990s was a crucial moment in the political transition of
Taiwan. The period not only marked a number of major political
reforms, but also the gradual formation of a political alliance be-
tween government and capitalism. How did intellectuals in Tai-
wan view such a political transition during this period of dramatic
change? What kind of democratic discourses did they produce?
How did they observe and engage with the real social world? Fur-
thermore, after almost two decades, how should we reposition
their critiques of Taiwan's democratic development in the 90s?

“Populist Authoritarianism” is one of main discourses which
critique the process of democratization during the 1990s in Tai-
wan. The purpose of this paper is to provide a critical reflection
on the discourse of “Populist Authoritarianism” in regard to its
conceptual structure and application of methodology, by applying
an empirical examination of the Community Building Policy and
its effects. We argue that Populist Authoritarianism fails to ade-
quately understand the process of democratization in the 1990s in

Taiwan.
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