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Abstract

As a rising economic and military power, is China also rising
as a cultural power? Through an investigation of Chinese cultural-
ism, this paper provides a synthesis of and reflection upon the
ways in which the Chinese have understood interrelationships be-
tween themselves and others under different historical circum-
stances, which has formed a variety of culture discourses. On this
basis, the paper draws attention to the predicaments regarding
struggles for survival and supremacy that have not solely been
facing China, especially in an increasingly globalized world. The
paper falls into two parts. Part one delineates an historical devel-
opment of Chinese culturalism that results in an education-
grounded culture discourse. Part two looks into the culture dis-
course against the backdrop of the Chinese encounter with the
West, and how this leads China to seeking cultural legitimacy on

a global scale under new circumstances.
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