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Abstract

In the development history of Taiwan, interactions between
the Han Chinese and Taiwan's aborigine groups were not only on
the economic level but also armed conflicts and wars. From the
Tu-niu Ditch in the early period to the so-called “Defense Line
of Frontier Guard” by the end of the Ching Dynasty and early
Japanese colonization period, aboriginal land boundaries of
various modes have served concrete boundary purposes. There
have also been different kinds of activities along these
borderlines. However, boundaries are significant not just in
concrete terms. In different areas and social modes, and because
of different perceptions and designations, disparities have often
resulted in the formation of an invisible line, which underwent
change and re-constructed in the course of historical and social
progress. Thus, changes in demarcations not only refer to shift of
power, they also serve the purpose of making definitions, and lead
to revisions in various types of activities of both sides. The
drawing of demarcations created the dimension of defenses and
attacks. In terms of space, demarcations were gradually moved,
such as “mountain lands into flat lands, from rear to front sides
of mountains.” 1In sociological terms, “rough savages turned

into tamed savages, and then the tamed savages assimilated into
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the Han populace.” All these reflect the re-structuring and re-
defining of boundaries. Demarcations became a driving force that
aroused people's desire to cross boundaries, while also serving as
a reference point for people's actions on both sides. They
continued to get involved in a circulating process of crossing

borders, encroachment and encirclement.

This paper attempts to investigate how the concept of
“demarcation and lineation” has functioned in this historical
process in different historical settings and how the boundary has
been viewed by different social factors. This study also aims to
re-evaluate the modern formation of contemporary Taiwanese

aborigine from the perspectives of historical sociology.
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