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ABSTRACT

The arguments between Two world-system theories, the
world-economy theory and the long-cycle theory, were
compared by focusing on their different arguments on European
hegemonic wars between 1494 and 1714. Our findings show that
each theory contributes to a better interpretation on a certain
hegemonic war. The world-economy theory’ s argument is more
persuasive by suggesting that Italian wars should not qualify as a
hegemonic war. On the other hand, the long-cycle theory’ s
argument is more persuasive by pointing out the Dutch war of
Independence as the beginning of Dutch hegemony rather than the
Thirty Years’ War suggested by the world-economy theory.
However, no conclusion can be made to decide whether the
Spanish Succession War can be qualified as England’ s beginning
of her first hegemony in the eighteenth century, since two theories
both make reasonable arguments. Several general observations
based on these findings are proposed in the conclusion to show
the unique characteristics of hegemonic wars during this early

stage of European World-System.
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