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Beyond State and Market:
Mixed Economies of Welfare in Local Government

Abstract

In a mature civil society, many non-profit welfare organizations and
voluntary organizations will be involved in welfare provision. When
welfare is provided by various agencies, we called the phenomenon

“mixed economies of welfare” . Since 1980s, the government in Taiwan
also began to contract out welfare service to non-profit organizations, thus
citizens have more chance to contact governmental work by way of
delivering welfare. In this study, we will explore the relationship between
governmental administrators, professionnals, nonprofit welfare
organizations (citizens) in the case of welfare contract out, especially
under limited resources of local government. We also want to discuss to
what extent mixed economies of welfare can fulfill the idea of civil

society.

This study collected data by 4 focus groups (with 10 organizations
which was running welfare service for the government, 8 administrators
and social workers) and by unstructured interview with 7 organizations
which have experience to deliver welfare service for the government. We

discuss the problem of welfare service contract out, the interactive modes
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between non-profit organizations and the government, changing
relationship between governmental administrators, professionals, non-
profit welfare organizations (citizen), the possible threaten on the
autonomy of welfare organizations and passive effects after delivery

welfare service for the government.
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