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National Identities and Civil Society:
The Development of the Two Sides across the
Taiwan Strait

Abstract

Most of the people inhabiting in Taiwan and Mainland China share
the same blood, culture, and customs. This is a firm ground for
primordialism and biopsycologialism, both of which help the formation of
one national identity. However, we are curious why there has been a slight
change in the national identity across the Strait. This essay gives a
reflection on the history. In terms of history, there are the governor's
conservativeness and faulty policies, such as the fight for orthodoxy, the
cession of Taiwan to Japan, and “the 228 incident.” The KMT had and
the Communist Party still has long and dictating political power. Along
with the Chinese Cultural Revolution and the slaughter in June Fourth
Tiananmen Square Protests, these factors all deepened the difficulties to
form a unified identification among members of a nation, let along to
form a community to provide its member safety, development, and
freedom. Under these obstructing history factors, the function of

nationalism in the view of primordialism is quite limited.

In terms of a country's system, Taiwan has made progress in building

economical and political structure within its society and walked out from
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peripheral (semi-peripheral) area to the core place in world's democracy
and competitive economy. After 1950, the confronting positions of Taiwan
and China during cold war led to Taiwan's national identity and
construction in the view of constructivism and structuralism. With
realistic view of “one China” policy around the world, plus the success
of Chinese's reform and open policy in the past twenty years, China has
been an attraction for Taiwanese investors, which imposes pressure and
drawing effect for Taiwanese national identity. In the last part, the essay
introduces Appadurai's five globalized landscapes and tries to construct a
civil society across the strait. It seems to realize the thinking of Liang
Chi-chao's “New Citizenship” , that is, the civil society constructed by
liberal “new Taiwanese” and “new Chinese” . With the belief that
this will serve as a model for ethical Chinese to turn conflicts into
conversation, and war into peace, it is only possible that the pursuit of

“common good” for the nation can finally be realized.

Keywords : primordialism, constructivism, structuralism, national

identity, civil society, national scapes.



