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Abstract

The author discusses the political transition of the Federation of
Russia in the past two decades by focusing on the dimensions of po-
litical elite and leadership, party-state system, ideology, and civil so-
ciety. The purpose is to pave the way for constructing a research
framework for comparing non-democratic countries and (post-) totali-
tarian countries, such as Mainland China, Russia, North Korea, and
Cuba. Though Putin has been the strongman ruling Russia in the past
decade, the symbiotic framework based on the cooperation of the na-
tional security system and technocracy is noteworthy. In Russia, con-
trolling state power has been far more important than organizing po-
litical parties. The leading ideologies of Russia in the past two
decades have been nationalism, patriotism, and ethno-racism, rather
than socialism and communism though political parties of commu-
nism and socialism have been involved in politics. Finally, the Rus-
sian state under Putin has been trying to control the civil society by
suppressing the development of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) and the internet, on the one hand, and establishing govern-
mental NGOs (GONGOs), on the other. The exploration of the Rus-
sian political transition of the paper could be instrumental to expand-
ing the comparative research agenda of totalitarian and post-

totalitarian states.
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