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Abstract

The meaning of community not only refers to the difference in terms
of residential space but also exhibits features of local belonging and emo-
tional attachment to this place, such as community attachment. Previous
studies have found that relatively low population density, longer duration
of residence, and strong social ties increase community attachment. How-
ever, the division of residential areas in Taiwan is not based on communi-
ty but on the building, village, neighborhood, and district. Hence, the per-
ception of community boundaries might be different. Based on the
systemic approach and community field approach, this study aims to ex-
amine what factors affect residents’ perception of community boundaries
(e.g., this building, within or nearby villages, this neighborhood, nearby
neighborhoods, and this district) and influence community attachment.
The analysis is based on the “Neighborhood in Three Chinese Cities:
Hong Kong, Guangzhou and Taipei in 2011,” and the data on Taipei are
used in this study. The findings show that community satisfaction is asso-
ciated with the perception of community boundaries in terms of “this
building,” participation in community organizations is associated with
relatively large community boundaries in terms of “within or nearby vil-
lages,” and perceived neighboring is associated with even larger commu-
nity boundaries such as “nearby neighborhoods.” The results further indi-
cate that community satisfaction, duration of residence, and perceived

neighboring predict the level of community attachment.
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