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Abstract

This paper explored if the recent increase in the rate of unmarried young
people will only result in a delay in marriage or also increase the number of
elder single people in the near future. Taiwan’s availability index (Veevers,
1988) of 2012 and 2025 was calculated and estimated under the limitations of
matching factors and the willingness to get married were kept unchanged, in
order to assess the availability of men and women for marriage in the two
years. The results show that in 2025, marriage opportunities are lower for
both men and women as compared to 2012. Both men and women will be
facing a higher proportion of “the predicament of mistimed mate selection.”
Compared with 2012, the highest and second highest ages of the female avail-
ability index in 2025 stay the same. Accounting for the late marriage trend,
the marriage age (or the mate selection age) in 2025 will more than the one in
2012. Therefore, women in 2025 might still seek a match, even when they
have passed the highest age of the availability index, and are facing “the pre-
dicament of mistimed mate selection.” The male availability index after 34
years old in 2025 is slightly lower than the one in 2012. Overall, the results
means that men and women will both face a more difficulty in matching.
Hence, recent increase in the rate of unmarried young people in Taiwan will

more likely to increase no-marriage of elder in the near feature.
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